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  7.13.2026 Council Meeting Minutes 

 The Clear Lake City Council met in regular session on Monday, July 13, at 6:00 PM in 

the Conference Room of the Municipal Building with Mayor Lisa Lundberg presiding. Those 

present were Alderwomen Ramona Drake and Amy Bjerke, with Alderman Matt Stormo. 

Alderman Jonas Reppe was present teleconference. Alderman Rod Pauli was absent for a 

portion of the meeting. Also present were Mary Krueger, Todd Boyd, Val Lundquist, Elliott 

Furman, Daryl Root, Wade and Sam Solem, Commissioner Judith Homan, Sue DeJong, Deidra 

Clausen, Deb Adkins, Phyllis Niemann, Cody Eastman, Erik Eversman, and Andrew Rathbun. 

The meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance and then called to order by Mayor Lundberg. 

Mayor Lundberg asked for disclosure of conflicts with the presented agenda. Bjerke 

stated she had a conflict of interest with the consent agenda.  

Motion by Drake, seconded by Stormo to approve the agenda as presented. All voted 

aye. Motion carried. 

Due to Bjerke’s conflict of interest with the consent agenda, there was not a quorum 

present for a vote. Alderman Rod Pauli was reached by phone for his vote on the consent 

agenda: 

Motion by Drake, seconded Stormo to approve the consent agenda as follows: Minutes 

– Regular Meeting June 8, 2026; Monthly Financial Statements for the Month Ending June 30, 

2026; Building Permits:  Approved:  Blaine Franken – 605 9th Ave S – Replace 16’x16’ Deck, 

Deuel County 4-H – 47635 181st St – Horse Arena Sign, Deuel School – Sidewalk, Amy Bjerke 

– 209 7th Ave S – Front Steps, Eric L. Kluckman – 309 5th Ave S – 18’x10’ Deck, Dallas 

Buchholtz – 407 8th Ave S – Chain Link Fence. Demolition Permits:  Approved:  Eric L. 

Kluckman – 309 5th Ave S - Deck. Mobile Food Vendor license applications: Soda Corral LLC – 

Magnolia on Main Back Parking Lot – Various Dates June 18 – October 31, 2026, Happy 

Camper Treat Truck LLC – Various locations within the City and Various Dates June – Oct. 

2026; Peddler’s Permits:  Approved:  Mad City Window & Bath – Home Improvement Estimates 

– Permit July 8 – Dec 31, 2026. Approvals of mobile food vendor license permits, and peddler 

permits are subject to all paperwork being signed and submitted to the Finance Officer. 

Delinquent Water Bills. Approval of Warrants. Approval of building permits is subject to the 

condition that they are in accordance with all building codes and ordinances of the City. Upon 

roll call vote, all voted aye – Drake, Pauli, Reppe, and Stormo with Bjerke abstaining. Motion 

carried. 

Warrants Approved: Council 1350.00; Mayor 525.00; Finance 5813.82; Gen Gov’t 

Building 508.89; Building Inspector 200.00; Streets 8488.40; Rubble Site 1006.26; Summer Rec 

540.00; Swimming Pool 16,385.58; Parks 3092.24; Library 4187.98; Community Center 371.37; 

Water 4988.79; Sewer 6276.96; Aflac 201.89; Madison National Life 15.00; SD Retirement 

3383.00; Assurity Life Insurance 129.58; Optilegra 46.51; Health Pool of SD 7396.89; Delta 

Dental of SD 326.00; Sioux Valley FCU 200.00; Dnb-Fica/Wh 11,766.28.  EXPENSES: A&B 

Business Solutions 269.51 Copier Contract, A.P. & Sons Construction, Inc 436766.54 Phase 1a 

Watermain And Storm, Banner Associates, Inc 50220.29 Project Engineering, Bjerke Sanitation 

9007.88 Sanitation Services, Scott Or Dawn Bowers 200.00 Meter Deposit Refund, Boyd Law 

Firm, Prof. L.L.C. 1260.00 Legal Fees, Brookings-Deuel Rws 14985.30 Water Tap And 

Purchase, Clear Lake City Library 1696.27 Books And Supplies, City Of Clear Lake 1868.35 

City Utilities, Clear Lake Building Center 1260.13 Supplies, Clear Lake Courier 1209.86 

Publications And Supplies, Clear Lake Area Dev. Inc. 1500.00 Quarterly Support, Cole Paper 
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Inc. 623.22 Supplies, D & L Digging 5500.00 Water Leaks, Dakota Pump & Control, Inc. 

27455.12 Lift Station Repairs, Deuel County Sheriff 6546.95 Law Enforcement Contract, Deuel 

County Farmers Union Oil 1390.65 Supplies And Fuel, First Bank & Trust 1917.16 Credit Card 

Purchases, Glacial Lakes Plumbing 5000.00 Main Lift Station Piping, Jason Guimond 115.00 

Camping Refund, H-D Electric Coop, Inc 555.06 Electric Energy, H-D Elec Coop, Inc. 1393.25 

Repairs And Maintenance, Hawkins Inc 2870.85 Chemicals, Heiman Fire Equipment Inc 788.00 

Fire Extinguisher Maintenance, Hillyard Inc 423.28 Supplies, Itc Telecom 669.09 Phone And 

Internet, Lundy's Bar & Grill 87.36 Pool Consumables, Maynard's Food 1152.70 Supplies And 

Pool Consumables, Menards 999.98 Pool Deck Umbrella, Milbank Winwater Works 548.62 

Water Supplies, Northwestern Energy 587.53 Natural Gas Energy, Ottertail Power Co 4007.80 

Electric Energy, Pitney Bowes Bank Inc 739.91 Postage, Sd Department Of Health 120.00 

Water Testing, Roelofsen Implement Inc 12.70 Remainder Parks Invoice, Val Schafer 75.00 

Muni Room Deposit Refund, Sd Federal Property Agency 223.50 Supplies, South Dakota One 

Call 105.28 Locates, Sd State Treasurer (Sd Dor) 1558.62 Sales Tax Due To State, Sd 

Unemployment Insurance 84.88 Unemployment Insurance, Sdarws 590.00 Annual Dues, 

Smartest Ai Advisors Intl 400.00 Comm Center Deposit Refund, Sodak Gardens 534.00 Main 

Street Flowers, Steve Rhody Services 50.00 Window Washing Services, Star Laundry 90.16 

Janitorial Services, Team Laboratory Chemical, Llc 3254.00 Lagoon Chemicals, Tk Tree 

Trimming 650.00 Tree Maintenance, Two Trees Technologies 489.00 Monthly It Backup, 

Upframe Creative 450.00 Website Maintenance, Us Bank Trust-Spa Lkbox Cm9695 11716.19 

Final Sewer Srf Loan Payment, United States Dept Of Ag 6107.00 Sewer Usda Loan, Van Diest 

Supply Company 3717.50 West Nile Chemicals. 

No one present at the meeting spoke for public voice.  

There was no unfinished business. 

Deuel County Commissioner Judith Homan met with Council in regard to the available 

liquor license upon the dissolution of Tail Feathers LLC. The County has recently acquired the 

property. Homan summarized that the Council decision on the liquor license should be based on 

maximum public convenience and advantage. She stated the bowling alley, and restaurant will 

be open more hours providing more tax revenue and jobs while preserving local recreation. 

Deuel County is interested in applying for and purchasing the available on/off sale liquor license.  

Sam and Wade Solem of Humble Pig Smokery expressed interest in the license as well. 

They would expand their hours adding growth to the downtown area and increase downtown 

traffic. Solems had many questions regarding the operating agreement and the number of 

licenses held by the City.  

City Attorney Todd Boyd explained the statutes affecting liquor licensing for a town our 

size (in population). Currently, the City owns the on/off sale license with the dissolution of the 

former business. This is stated in the operating agreement. It is up to Council’s discretion to 

whom and how the license will be given. Solems asked what the determining factor might be. 

Boyd said it is often determined by what the business is that is applying. The application is open 

to anyone, and a public hearing will be scheduled. 

A 2027 Budget Request Public Hearing was held. Requests were received from: Clear 

Lake Historical Society, Clear Lake Summer Rec, ICAP, Deuel Area Baseball Association, Clear 

Lake Volunteer Fire Department, Clear Lake Area Development (CLAD), Deuel County 

Ambulance, Clear Lake Senior Citizens, and the Clear Lake Library.  
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Comments were heard from Phyllis Niemann of Clear Lake Senior Citizens. Their 

request now includes a second senior group – Awesome Adults; Deb Adkins of CLAD gave a 

report of overview of past projects and support and grants from other entities; Andrew Rathbun 

of the Clear Lake Fire Department stated their request includes the need for a new compressor; 

Summer Rec was represented by Deidra Clausen. Clausen said their request is based off more 

needs for Lavin Field. They also work closely with Deuel Area Baseball Association. Cody 

Eastman spoke with Clausen regarding improvements on Lavin Field and depending on those 

improvements, DC Field is also part of a 20-year plan with Summer Rec. Clear Lake is hosting 

the State Tournament again this year; Sue Dejong spoke for the Clear Lake Historical Society 

and thanked the Council for previous support. 

Alderman Rod Pauli entered the meeting. 

Banner Associates engineer Scot Leddy met with Council. Leddy presented the 

Engineering Progress report. The Pre-Construction meeting minutes from the June 15 and June 

29 meetings with the contractor and others regarding the Phase 1A project were also reviewed. 

Discussion was held on the current phase and if 9th Avenue would be done this year. The 

project is ahead of schedule but uses 9th Avenue for a haul road. The answer wasn’t definitive, 

however, depending on weather, 9th Avenue likely won’t be completed this year. 

Motion by Bjerke, seconded by Pauli to approve Pay Request No. 6 to AP & Sons for the 

Phase 1A Water and Storm Sewer Project in the amount of $436,766.54. Upon roll call vote, all 

voted aye. Motion carried. 

The Phase 1B Water Main and Storm Sewer Project is the next large construction phase 

for the City. The area of focus is estimated to be 2nd Ave to Prospect Ave, and 6th St to Lockhart 

St in the southeast part of the City. A State DANR SRF funding package was awarded for this 

project in the amount of $2,696,000 in drinking water improvements and $2,130,400 in storm 

sewer improvements with some principle forgiveness. Surcharges will once again be attached 

due to this funding from the State. Consideration for surcharges and the project as a whole will 

be addressed at a Public Hearing TBD. 

Motion by Pauli, seconded by Drake to convene as Board of Adjustment. All voted aye. 

Motion carried. 

Discussion was held on the initiative petition/ordinance regarding keeping chickens in 

residential areas. This ordinance is in direct conflict with the Zoning Ordinance No. 700 and was 

not written to supersede any ordinance that it may conflict with. The Board of Adjustment 

recommends the Planning Committee meet with First District to work on amendments of the 

Zoning Ordinance to align with the vote of the initiative petition. 

Motion by Pauli as Board of Adjustment, seconded by Drake to approve amending the 

Zoning Ordinance No. 700 to align with the initiative petition/ordinance regarding keeping 

chickens in residential areas. Upon roll call vote, all voted aye. Motion carried. 

The Planning Committee will meet with First District Representatives to prepare an 

amendment of the Zoning Ordinance No. 700 for a first reading at the August Council meeting. 

Motion by Drake, seconded by Pauli to adjourn as Board of Adjustment and reconvene 

as regular Council. All voted aye. Motion carried. 

Motion by Bjerke, seconded by Drake to authorize the Mayor to sign the reimbursement 

request #8 for the SRF Loan from DANR for C461037-03 in the amount of $299,762.00 

contingent upon DANR approval. Upon roll call vote, all voted aye. Motion carried. 
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Motion by Pauli, seconded by Bjerke to authorize the Mayor to sign the reimbursement 

request #3 for the SRF Loan from DANR for C462037-02 in the amount of $179,857.00 

contingent upon DANR approval. Upon roll call vote, all voted aye. Motion carried. 

Motion by Pauli, seconded by Stormo that the Clear Lake City Council reviewed the 

Open Meetings information provided by the SD Office of Attorney General per SDCL 1-25-13 to 

reinforce transparency and promote good governance on this date July 13, 2026. Upon roll call 

vote, all voted aye. Motion carried. 

Motion by Bjerke, seconded by Pauli to declare the following as surplus property, having 

little value less than $2500 and authorize disposal of the same: Swimming Pool: 2019 Pool 

Deck Umbrella (broken) and 3-Tube Water Slide (poor condition and non-compliant). Upon roll 

call vote, all voted aye. Motion carried. 

Finance Officer Krueger was approached by a member of the Clear Lake Days 

Committee with a minor request for a possible street closure. If the committee can use a 

different area, they will pursue that first.  

Motion by Drake, seconded by Pauli to approve the street closure of 2nd Street from 4th 

Ave S to the east alley for 1.5 hours on July 25, 2026 for a kiddie tractor pull for Clear Lake 

Days. Upon roll call vote, all voted aye. Motion carried. The Council would like the Committee to 

inform the bordering homeowners about the closure. 

Discussion was held on blading within city limits. Superintendent Furman was contacted 

by an independent contractor to do limited blading at a low cost. 

Motion by Bjerke, seconded by Drake to contract with Coteau Prairie Blading to blade 

the unimproved streets within city limits for the remainder of 2026 for $2,000.00. Upon roll call 

vote, all voted aye. Motion carried. 

Discussion was held on a water bill for account no. 2040.04 that is in serious 

delinquency. Council discussed options of collections and liens. Alderman Reppe will supply the 

Finance Officer with the correct contact information to work out a solution. No action was taken 

on this issue.  

The Services Committee met on June 22, 2026 and gave their report to Council. Phase 

1B was discussed in committee and they support accepting the funding package and  

scheduling a Public Hearing. To receive funding for this next phase, the State requires 

additional surcharges to be in place for both water and sewer $9.65 and $18.85 respectively. 

The Committee reviewed revenues and expenditures in budget and recommended a decrease 

in the sewer base fee to help with the surcharges. Per gallon usage in both water and sewer will 

increase slightly. The new rates will be in ordinance and effective this fall and winter after the 

Public Hearing.  

Public Works Superintendent Furman gave updates on his department. He discussed 

property lines at the west end of 3rd St W. There is a property owner to the south that wishes to 

put his property up for sale and is landlocked without sufficient access. The City needs to 

establish authority on city-owned property. In the future, there may be a survey done depending 

on how this proceeds.  

City Attorney Todd Boyd had no comments. 

Finance Officer Krueger finalized the Planning/Zoning Committee meetings and 

scheduled a Budget Committee meeting.  
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Alderwoman Drake had comments that the website has incorrect information regarding 

the rubble site and that the pool phone voice mail was outdated as well. Finance Officer Krueger 

said she was sure that was all handled but will take care of it. 

Motion by Bjerke, seconded by Drake to move into Executive Session at 7:29PM for 

Personnel Committee personnel matters SDCL 1-25-2(1). All voted aye. Motion carried. 

Mayor Lundberg declared the Council out of Executive Session at 7:44PM. 

Motion by Drake, seconded by Stormo to approve and hire Claire Spilde for part-time 

Library Assistant at $11.85/hr. to begin July 20, 2026. Upon roll call, all voted aye. Motion 

carried. 

Motion by Pauli, seconded by Bjerke to give retroactive approval of the promotion of 

Brandon Collins to Part-time Parks and Recs Manager to begin July 1,2026 at a starting wage 

of $20.00/hour. This position will be under the direct supervision of the Public Works 

Superintendent. Upon roll call, all voted aye. Motion carried. 

Motion by Pauli, seconded by Drake to give retroactive approval of hiring Brittanee 

Collins to Part-time Parks and Recs Assistant to begin July 1,2026 at a starting wage of 

$17.00/hour.  This position will be under the direct supervision of the Public Works 

Superintendent. Upon roll call, all voted aye. Motion carried. 

Motion by Drake, seconded by Bjerke to approve providing a city-owned cell phone for 

the Parks Department at the most affordable cost-effective option and a .gov email for the 

Department’s communication. Upon roll call, all voted aye. Motion carried. 

Motion by Pauli, seconded by Drake to approve the amendments of the Pool Manager 

Job Description effective immediately. Upon roll call, all voted aye. Motion carried. 

Motion by Drake, seconded by Bjerke to accept the letter of resignation from Alderman 

Jamie Hintz of Ward II effective June 8, 2026. Upon roll call, all voted aye. Motion carried.  

Any registered voter in Ward II of the City of Clear Lake who would be interested in 

serving on City Council should submit a letter of interest to the City Finance Office.  

There being no further business, motion by Bjerke, seconded by Pauli to adjourn at 

7:47PM. All present voted aye. Motion carried.  

 

 

Mary Krueger 

Finance Officer 
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